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Japan's economy, the world' second biggest, has an annual output of 515 trillion yen or $8.2 trillion. So

whaling accounts for 0.0014 per cent of the national economy. Or less than one-tenth the value of the
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country's annual market for toothbrushes.

And the total number of people, who derive a living from whaling, including dependents, is between one
and several thousands in a country of 130 million.

"Japan has nil national interest in the whaling industry," Taniguchi continues. "The stake for Japan is
near zero. If Australians criticize the Japanese auto industry, Japan must do everything possible to

protect the auto industry. This is not the auto industry."
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Upon review of our accounts, it has been observed that the contributions from the Government of Japan
to the Government of Grenada for the International Whaling Commission were not received and as such

as was not reflected in the said accounts for the years 1998 and 1999. However, our internal audit

revealed that contributions were received for all other years prior to and following 1998 and 1999.

Moreover, the Japanese have confirmed that it made contributions to the Government of Grenada for the

specified periods.
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