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1. Theme of Study
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2. Outline

Trailblazing and flexible citizen groups that have been established by middle and senior aged citizens
are developing active movements constructing for regional networks. This study discusses that
"Civic Movements - The Study on The Emerging New Substitutes. '" The study purpose is to make

clear how middle and senior aged citizens have blazed the trail to seek opportunities through their

experiences and means of information technology available, and how the civic movements will create
new strategy as a sustainable citizen group.

Furthermore it is to make clear such movements of citizen groups, and to provide positive consequ-

ence to the community.
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3. Motivation

I have established sub-online meeting for middle and senior aged citizens in June 2003. Many parti-
cipants in network community establish civic groups by their I'T means and experiences, develop a
management such as joint work with municipal government, make community support, and also
overseas support.

Few years later the baby boomers born around 1947 will be retired. Their activities are expected as
a role model to create new industrial niches.To create the constructive society that middle and senior
aged citizens can show their ability is required from the point of not only securing labor force but

also activating economy.
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4. Policy of Study Design

The policy of study design is based on '""What is promoting civic movements?" that was discussed on
the citizen's web meeting held in November 2003, and to review specific problems. Trailblazing and
flexible citizen groups are developing active movements constructing for regional networks.

These movements create big changes to the community. There are many studies on these movements
consequently. Taking precede studies about NPO and social capitals in to account that stood on the
point of social science, the study review detailed basic items of organization, or the management mix-
fure among new movements.

The study makes it possible to outline clearly the characters of existing civic groups,
and to provide new information to them.

This study is supposed to incubate beneficial primary data in the measure of civic
movements established by middle and senior aged citizens. Moreover it will be deve-
loped efficiently for pursuing purposes in the process of my own specialization.
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Graduate School of Media and Governance, Keio University

The study mentions about "Civic Movement The Research on The Emerging New Substitutes'
specifically in the city of Fujisawa, Kanagawa, on the background of my empirical study about the
correlation between aging people and information media. The data studied are also essential and
significant for the upcoming major in Graduate School of Media and Governance, Keio University.
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6. Related study

The study includes the following theme.
Study about civic group's activities
Study about I'T means for middle and senior aged citizens
Study about citizen's online meeting
Study about network community

This study will be especially focused on excellent points of each study, by participating in discussions.
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/. Expected Results

The following results are expected.
Promoting Information-Oriented Movement in community
Participating in community by middle and senior aged citizens, and job creating

Networking for groups
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5. Background of Study

2004 National White Paper emphasizes the important role of civic movements such
as NPO, because "'it makes relationship to revitalize community, to expand network
among people, material, information, and to develop the power of region. " Many
people retired or similar aged groups are ready for giving contribution to the society
by way of using advanced IT environment. Under the background of current social
changes such as economic restructuring, rapid low birthrate and society gets aged,
civic movements with information networks are playing important roles in seeking
measures for participating in social activities more.
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