Consensus building method using computer graphics in a landscape plan of rural area

Kaoru Onishi

Abstract

I proposed a new consensus building method in a landscape plan of rural area, which consists of workshops involving pablic
and image questionnaire by computer graphics (CG) to residents. The procedure is; 1) preliminary questionnaire in a workshop to
draw CG images, 2) image questionnaire to all residents in an area and 3) final workshop to make decisions of plans. | adapted
the method to landscape plans of Yamada District, Awaji City, Hyogo, central Japan, where agricultural land uses dominate.
Several big projects were in progress in 2006, which were river improvement,road construction,
field aggregation and so on. | focused on three plans, namely a pocket park plan, two planting plans along Yamada River and a
new prefectural road.

The first workshop was held in March 2006 to discuss about three plans and a preliminary questionnaire was issued to all
participants. Then, | drew three CG options on each plan and the image questionnaires was sent out to all residents in the end of
December 2006. 267 residents returned the questionnaires. The final workshop was held in the end of January 2007 to explain the
results of questionnaires and make final decisions. This consensus building method was totally different from traditional one In
the district. However, most participants in the workshop accepted the results of image questionnaires and were satisfied with the
process.
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