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An Examination of the Pedagogical Purposes of
Informatics Education in Public Education

The Building of Capabilities and the roles of Informatics
Education

Toshinori Saito t
Abstract

This paper presents an examination of the pedagogical purposes of Informatics Education in
public education, according to the logic that justify the being of public education based on the
theory of political liberalism and the concept of capabilities presented by Sen and Nussbaum.
Furthermore, the peculiarities and the problems found on settings of the pedagogical purposes of
Informatics Education are shown through the analysis on the 15th Central Education Council
report. Based on these arguments, 1. the pedagogical
purposes of Informatics Education should be treated as a research problem, 2. superordinate

these four suggestions are presented:

concepts which form the major premise of the opinions should be explained explicitly on the
discussions of the pedagogical purposes, 3. the pedagogical purposes of Informatics Education
should be put on building of capabilities for the fields of information, 4. Informatics Education in
public education should be justified by the contributions of the realization of "equal distribution of
freedom" through the accomplishment of suggestion 3, and also the contributions of the creation
and the promotion of the structures of democratic societies.
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